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An Intro to
SocEnv

A sustainable future
shaped by environmental
professionalism

SocEn

Society for the
Environment

SocEnv is a not-for profit umbrella body
with a Royal Charter.

We bring together professionals from
different sectors, united by their
environmental expertise.

28 professional bodies are licensed by
SocEnv to award Chartered
Environmentalist (CEnv). Some also have
license to award Registered Environmental
Practitioner (REnvP) and/or Registered
Environment Technician (REnvTech).
There are over 8,500

REnvTech, REnvP and CEnv registrants.
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Overview: SocEnv Soils and Stones Project

« A cross-sector network of environmental professionals.

« Current & aspiring CEnv volunteers committed to safeguarding

soils and soil-related materials, for use and reuse (aka ‘Soils and
Stones').

The project has three key aims:
* (Aim 1) advocate policies that value soils and stones.

(Aim 2) shape and share good practice for consistent approach.
(Aim 3) forge connections to facilitate collaborative outcomes.
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UN Soils — Healthy soils prerequisite to SDGs

Sectors represented:
Built Environment
nfrastructure
_.and management
-orestry
Agriculture
Engineering
Resource
management

o Water
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SocEnv Soils and Stones (SandS) report

Soils and Stones Report

S O ‘ E I th‘g Sustaining Our Future by Influencing
v Change in the UK and Beyond
SocEnv Soils and Stones Task Group

Society for the Environment

Set the scene: state of the 'soils and 4P T
stones' with urgency needed. J/

Published 2021.

Analysed current issues, provided
case studies, signposted to
guidance and outlined key policy
recommendations.
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Ten Principles of Good Soils and Stones Management

(2023)

Ten Principles give soils a quantifiable value.

o How to preserve, remediate &
enhance, natural soils as a living
system; S| S stnce

o Provide hierarchy of options for " oudance " [ Cxeting metrics
excavated soils, stones and

* Standardisation * Soil quality metric

dredgings; /.
o ngh!lght spll as a material covernance. . Marketing i
consideration in all land-use & * Auditing * Management - Consistency
* Accountability » Digital platforms
developments. * Professional standards e Courses
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Evidence to the Soil Health Inquiry (2023)

We were invited to give evidence to
the 2023 EFRA Soil Health Inquiry (® PLAYER
and many of our headline asks e e
featured in the eventual inquiry

report recommendations.

**Oral evidence
»*Written evidence
*Inquiry recommendations

SOC E n Society for the
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https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/9115145d-c660-48d8-b0ea-e4f395d8dc8e#player-tabs
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/9115145d-c660-48d8-b0ea-e4f395d8dc8e#player-tabs
https://socenv.org.uk/resource/socenv-response-soil-health-inquiry/
https://socenv.org.uk/resource/socenv-response-soil-health-inquiry/
https://socenv.org.uk/socenv-evidence-featured-efra-soil-health-inquiry-report/
https://socenv.org.uk/socenv-evidence-featured-efra-soil-health-inquiry-report/

Soils and Stones Triennial Progress Report

Published 2024. SOCENV sz

An honest assessment of progress made Sellsand Stonee:
: . 2024 Progress Report
so far against the 2021 recommendations.

Provides further calls to action through
collaboration for soils pan-sectors.

Highlighted case studies that showcased

the Ten Principles of good soils & stones
management in action.

SOC E n Society for the
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Challenges and opportunities

« Achieving a common indicator of soil health.

« Affording soils and stones the same legal status as air, water,
biodiversity and resource efficiency.

« Defining a risk-based approach to soils ecological health.

« Specitying practical ways of managing soils and stones to
promote natural capital, sustainable economic growth, and
the creation of skilled jobs.

SOC E n Society for the
Envi t



PROFESSIONAL v KNOWLEDGE v LICENSED

Society for the
Environment REGISTRATION HUB MEMBERS

The SILOtoSOIL Tool

In the summer of 2023, the Midlands Land Events (MidLE) "New
Future for Soils" event led to the formation of the SILOtoSOIL

project, a volunteer- driven initiative dedicated to fostering
collaboration in soil management. Working alongside SocEnv,
SILOtoSOIL helps to shape a more coordinated approach to soil-

related challenges, and are we now pleased to introduce our
latest resource - The SILOtoSOIL Tool.

|dentifies organisations
involved in soil management

Catalogues soil-related
guidance across sectors and
administrations

Launched April 2025

v ENVIRONMENTAL v NEWS &
LEADERSHIP EVENTS
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https://socenv.org.uk/silo-to-soil/
https://socenv.org.uk/silo-to-soil/

Some Soil Facts

« More than half the world’s species live in the soil.

« A teaspoon of healthy soil contains more organisms than there
are people on earth.

* 95% of the world’s food comes from soil.

« Soil is the world’s second-largest carbon store after the oceans,
and holds 80% of the world's carbon.

« Restoring soil could remove 15% of total fossil fuel emissions.

« More than 24 Billion tonnes of soil are lost globally each year,
2.2 Million tonnes in the UK, mainly through erosion.




How Much do we Value Soil?

Tonnes Percent

Total Waste Generated in England in 2022 191,374,096 -
Mineral waste from construction & demolition 60,778,529 32%
Other mineral wastes 5,436,783 3%
Soils 49,730,316 26%
Dredging spoils 19,919,330 10%
All Soils and Stones 135,864,958 71%

A Quarter of all “Waste” generated in England is Soil
Source: UK Statistics on Waste dataset September 2024

SOC E n Society for the
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https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/882186e7-97b0-4ad0-b253-e28607252f42/uk_statistics_on_waste

Why We Created the Soil Management Hierarchies

« Offer frameworks to guide soil management within the two
respective settings.

« (learly identify actions from most to least desirable, based on
the impact these actions have on soil health and resource use
efficiency.

« Designed to assist users in determining the most sustainable
approaches to soil management, as early as possible in
resource strategy development or project design.

SOC E n Society for the
Envi t




SocEny e Soil Management Hierarchy
for Development Sites'
Developed by the SocEnv Soils and Stones Project

Undertake soil survey and consider design layout to
ensure soil safeguard zones are set before site works
commence and manage soils in situ to enhance soil

health/functions.

F
Excavate, stockpile and manage materials to enable maximum

Onsite stoc kp ile and man age beneficial onsite reuse. Turn topsoil or reinstate swiftly to sustain

microbiology and function.

/ Direct transfer of suitable-for-use materials for certain re-use

Re-use at off-site location

/ offsite, either within own network or via a third-party.

Send materials to storage or treatment hub for beneficial reuse via DoWCoP
hub and Cluster system, or see proposed option via Defra EIP Soil Depots if
‘Certainty and/or Suitability of Use’ cannot be met directly.

Manage for off-site re-use

Transfer soil as waste and manage materials for beneficial use at recovery/
disposal site as lining/capping materials, or as daily cover/restoration soils.?




SocEnv e Soil Management Hierarchy

Environment

in Rural Settings
Developed by the SocEnv Soils and Stones Project

Undertake soil survey and consider proposed
management and planting requirements to minimise
disturbance, ensuring soil function is safeguarded in
situ before any works begin.

Manage soils to enable soil health development via
cropping plans, development of hedgerows, biodiversity

Necessary tillage for planting

aCtNIty ,ff strips, managed grazing, quality organic inputs and shelter.

. . . Jf’l‘.
Manage soils with combined /' Use combined planting or grazing to enhance soil health on land where
land uses to protect and / rural land use changes (habitat enhancement), or infrastructure is to be
enhance soil health placed (i.e., solar farms, power lines or pipelines’).

F,

Manage soil / soil-forming
materials between sites for
beneficial use

Import materials for beneficial use at receiver rural site, enabling soil function
to be enhanced with imported soil suitable for receiving environment2.

See ‘Development Sites Hierarchy' for soils use and enable transfer of stripped soil for
re-use on development or on third party sites.




Soil

Management Challenges

Can we introduce planning policy at all levels that covers

sustainable soil management; National policies, local plans,

planning permissions?

ow will we apply the Soil Management Hierarchy?

ow can we maximize the value of soil during construction work?
ow do we include soil ecosystem in BNG assessments?

ow can we consider soil carbon offsets to achieve net zero?

 Is soil health woven into potential Nature-based Solutions ?

How can we influence Government policy (e.g., New NPPF, Revised

EIP, Landfill tax)?




Is the EU Leading the Way?

« The Recent signing off by the EU parliament of the EU Soil
Monitoring Directive.

« Aimed at improving soil health and function, and preventing soil
contamination, soil sealing and soil degradation.

SOC E n Society for the
Envi t




The Challenge for UK Government

Recognising the importance of Soil and setting that in a legislative

frame.

« Cross department joined up policy on soil health, soil use, soil
security and aligned policy and regulations.

« Enabling beneficial management, use and reuse of soils across

sectors.

« Implementing EIP targets with regards to soil.

SOC E n Society for the
Envi t




Useful Background Reading

« Soils and Stones project output

« SILOtoSOIL tool

« Lancaster Soils Taskforce

« Definition of Waste: Code of Practice

« UK Soil Health Inquiry recommendations

« EU Soil Monitoring Directive

« Environmental Policy Forum - 10 priorities including ‘Ensure sails
are treated as a valuable resource’

« BSSS Working with Soil Guidance Note on Benefitting from Soil
Management in Development and Construction

SOC E n Society for the
Envi t



https://socenv.org.uk/soils-and-stones-project/
https://socenv.org.uk/soils-and-stones-project/
https://socenv.org.uk/silo-to-soil/
https://socenv.org.uk/silo-to-soil/
https://www.soilstaskforce.com/
https://www.soilstaskforce.com/
https://claire.co.uk/projects-and-initiatives/dow-cop.html
https://claire.co.uk/projects-and-initiatives/dow-cop.html
https://socenv.org.uk/socenv-evidence-featured-efra-soil-health-inquiry-report/
https://socenv.org.uk/socenv-evidence-featured-efra-soil-health-inquiry-report/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/09/29/council-adopts-new-rules-for-healthier-and-more-resilient-european-soils/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/09/29/council-adopts-new-rules-for-healthier-and-more-resilient-european-soils/
https://www.envpolicyforum.org.uk/priorities-next-government-2024
https://www.envpolicyforum.org.uk/priorities-next-government-2024
https://www.envpolicyforum.org.uk/priorities-next-government-2024
https://www.envpolicyforum.org.uk/priorities-next-government-2024
https://www.envpolicyforum.org.uk/priorities-next-government-2024
https://soils.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/WWS3-Benefitting-from-Soil-Management-in-Development-and-Construction-Jan-2022.pdf
https://soils.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/WWS3-Benefitting-from-Soil-Management-in-Development-and-Construction-Jan-2022.pdf
https://soils.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/WWS3-Benefitting-from-Soil-Management-in-Development-and-Construction-Jan-2022.pdf




Join us/ get in
touch:

Email
SoilsandStones@socenv.org.uk

SocEnvea:
Environment



Reqgistration 101

Q&A drop-in for professionals interested in
or applying for reqgistration

CEnv

N Chartered

Register >>

SOC E n Society for the
Environment


https://socenv.org.uk/events/registration-101-cenv-qa-3/

Environment
Top 5

Exploring the future of
resource management
Listen/ watch >>

SocEnvisi
Environment


https://socenv.org.uk/resource/exploring-the-future-of-waste-resource-management/

SocEn Society for the
Environment
© O ®

enquiries@socenv.org.uk
Tel: +44 (0)345 337 2951

socenv.org.uk/soils-and-stones-project
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